Leviticus 23-25: Holy Celebrations

Getting Started:

Begin by “checking in” with each person introducing themselves (if needed) and sharing “high, low,
buffalo.”

Expect to experience God in prayer:

Prayer Prompt:

Pray that God would open our eyes to His purposes behind rhythms, celebrations, rest, and
remembrance. Ask Him to help us understand how the biblical festivals point us toward Jesus and
toward God’s future plans—and to help us live with hope and holiness in light of those truths.

Expect to experience God in fellowship:

Ice-Breaker: “Festival Match-Up”
Supplies Needed:

* Notecards or small slips of paper

* Markers

* Basket or bowl

Preparation:
Write the name of each of the 7 festivals on separate cards. On separate cards, write the short, simple
descriptions from the table

* Passover * Celebrates God delivering Israel from Egypt

* Unleavened Bread * A week of eating bread without yeast

* Firstfruits * Offering the very first harvest to God

* Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) * Celebrates the wheat harvest & God's abundant provision

* Feast of Trumpets * A day of trumpet blasts calling people to return to God

* Day of Atonement » National repentance and atonement for sin

* Feast of Tabernacles * Living in temporary shelters to remember God's care in the

wilderness




Instructions:
1. Place all cards face down—festival names in one pile, descriptions in another.
2. Each person draws one festival card OR one description card.
3. The group works together to find the correct match. Feel free to use Lev 23 as a reference.

4. After matching, briefly share what you’ve heard or wondered about that festival (no need for
deep detail).

Discussion Prompts:
* “Which festival or description surprised you?”

* “Which one would you most enjoy celebrating and why?”’

Conversation Starter:

Choose one:
1. “What holiday or tradition do you enjoy most and why?”
2. “Do you prefer routines or spontaneous celebrations?”

3. “What is something meaningful God has taught you during a past season of celebration or rest?”

Expect to experience God by reading and discussing God’s Word
together:

Background:

Leviticus 23-25 outlines God’s calendar for Israel—seven annual festivals (holy celebrations), regular
Sabbaths, Sabbath years, and Jubilee. These chapters follow God’s call to holiness (Leviticus 17-22)
and now reveal how holiness is lived out in time, rhythm, rest, and remembrance. The feasts look
backward to God’s saving work in Israel’s history and forward to His redemptive plan fulfilled in
Christ. Many believers also see prophetic “end-time glimpses” in the festivals—1Jesus fulfilled the
spring feasts in His first coming, and the fall feasts foreshadow His return.

Read Instructions:
Invite the group to read selected passages aloud:
* Leviticus 23:1-14 (Sabbath, Passover, Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits)
* Leviticus 23:15-22 (Pentecost)
* Leviticus 23:23-44 (Trumpets, Atonement, Tabernacles)
* Leviticus 25:1-13 (Sabbath Year and Jubilee)

(Optional: listen to an audio Bible version together.)



Discussion Questions:

1.

Why do you think God built rhythms of celebration and rest into Israel’s calendar?
What does this reveal about His character and His care for His people?

Each of the seven festivals remembers something God has done AND points forward to
something God will do.
Which festival stands out to you, and what might God want to teach you through it?

. How do the themes of the fall festivals (Trumpets, Atonement, Tabernacles) shape our

understanding of Jesus’ return and God’s future kingdom?

Leviticus 25 describes Sabbath years and Jubilee—times of rest, release, and restoration.
Where do you long for God’s restoration or renewal in your own life?

. What rhythms of rest, celebration, or remembrance help you stay spiritually healthy?

What new rhythm might God be inviting you to practice?

How does knowing that God has a plan—from Israel’s festivals to Jesus’ fulfillment to the
hope of His return—strengthen your faith today?

Experiencing God by applying His Word to your life:

Application Challenge:
Choose one spiritual rhythm this week that reflects God’s heart in these chapters—rest, worship,
remembrance, celebration, or trust. Practice it intentionally and look for how God meets you through it.

Expect to experience God by closing in prayer together:

Close your time in prayer, thanking God for His perfect plan of redemption—past, present, and future.
Ask Him to establish holy rhythms in your life and to fill you with hope and anticipation for Jesus’
return. Pray that your group would learn to celebrate God’s goodness together as His holy people.
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