The End, and Life after Death (Eschatology)

Death — The Universal Experience
And to Adam he said...”By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you
were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”. (Genesis 3:17, 19)

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus[a] by night
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do
unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time
into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. (John 3:1-5)

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. (John 3:16)

After Death: Judgment

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment (Hebrews 9:27)

The Judgment of Faith

One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40 But
the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41
And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42
And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, | say to you,
today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:39-43)

if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11
For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:9-13)

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

The Judgment of Works

Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no
place was found for them. 12 And | saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in
the books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave
up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done.
(Revelation 20:11-13)

Believers’ Works are Rewarded

For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one's work will become manifest, for the
Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14
If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned
up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15)
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Unbelievers” Works are Condemned
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like
a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. (Isaiah 64:6)

And | saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was
opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what
they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in
them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written
in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

The Onset of Eternity

Jesus will Accomplish Final Victory over Satan, Sin, & Evil

and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false
prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever... 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown
into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the
book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.... But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for
murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with
fire and sulfur, which is the second death. (Revelation 20:10, 14-15; 21:8, emphasis added)

God will Establish a New, Eternal Heaven & Earth

Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no
place was found for them....Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with
them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 5 And he who was seated on the
throne said, “Behold, | am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy
and true.” (Revelation 20:11; 21:1-5, emphasis added)

Believers will be Eternally United with God in His New Creation

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the
Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve
kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will
there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4
They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of
lamp or sun, for the Lord Godd will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.” (Revelation 22:1-5)
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