
Expect to Experience God Together in Community (Approximately 30 minutes)
Invite brief introductions if needed. Share check-ins and pray together, asking God to reveal his glory, free the group from self-centered definitions of purpose, and speak through his Word.
Choose an icebreaker: Use the six value cards printed at the end of this guide.
Icebreaker Option 1: “Put Your Money Where Your Purpose Is”
Setup: Give each person a penny, nickel, dime, quarter, one-dollar bill, and five-dollar bill, or paper substitutes (or just tell them to imagine that they have each). Display the six value cards in a place where everyone can see it (like on a table top). 

In silence, participants place one money unit on each card to show how their time, attention, and choices actually value the six pursuits. The penny represents the least valuable source of purpose and the five-dollar bill represents the greatest. Remind people that all the money returns to the host at the end [image: ]
Discuss:
Which card received your five-dollar bill, and why?
Which two cards were hardest to rank?
Where does how you actually live reflect the greatest difference from what you value? Why?
How would glorifying God reshape the way you pursue the other five?

Icebreaker Option 2: “The Purpose Stress Test”
Setup: Challenge the group to rank the set of the six value cards (come to consensus). Ask them to arrange the cards from most important to least important.
Process: Read the following circumstances one at a time. After each, participants remove any source of purpose that the circumstance could take away: loss of career, loss of financial security, damage to reputation, declining health, changed relationships, and accomplishments eventually being forgotten.
Discuss:
Which card was hardest to remove?
Which loss would most threaten your sense of identity?
What remained when everything temporary was removed?
How can glorifying God remain your purpose through every season?
Say: A purpose built on circumstances collapses when circumstances change. Your Creator gives you a purpose that shapes every season of life and cannot be taken from you.

Transition
“What on Earth am I here for? What is my purpose?”
Most answers begin with the self: discover your passion, fulfill your potential, achieve your dream, or leave your mark. Those pursuits may contain something good, but none is large enough to carry the purpose of a human life.
Scripture begins with God. You came from him, exist through him, and live for him. Your deepest purpose is to glorify God by making his worth visible through who you are and how you live.
This does not erase your personality, relationships, work, or dreams. It gives them their proper direction. Every part of life becomes meaningful when it points beyond you to the God who created and redeemed you.

Expect to Encounter God in His Word (Approximately 45–50 minutes)
Background Read in advance and share briefly as helpful.
The purpose of your life is to glorify God. God’s glory is the public display of his infinite worth, holiness, beauty, and perfection. To glorify God does not mean making him greater. It means recognizing, enjoying, and revealing the greatness that already belongs to him.
The sermon uses the sun as a picture of God’s glory. Its radiance makes its power visible, yet even the sun is only part of what God created. When Moses asked to see God’s glory, God spoke about his face and proclaimed his name. God’s glory therefore involves the revelation of who he is and the fame of his name among all peoples.
God revealed his glory most clearly in Jesus. The face of Jesus displays the knowledge of God’s glory, and the life of Jesus reveals the Father’s character. As believers behold Jesus, the Spirit changes them to reflect his character. Purpose therefore moves from beholding God to becoming like him and making him known.

Read and Discuss God’s Word Together
Receive Your Purpose from Your Creator (Approximately 10–12 minutes)
Read Isaiah 43:1–7 and Romans 11:33–36 aloud. Choose two or three questions:
· What actions did God take toward the people he called his own?
· For what purpose did God create and form them?
· According to Romans, where did all things come from, how do they continue, and where are they headed?
· How does receiving your purpose from God differ from inventing one for yourself?
· Which part of your life is hardest to see as belonging to God and existing for his glory?
Your life began in God’s purpose, continues by God’s power, and finds its proper end in God’s glory. Purpose is received before it is pursued.
Ask to See God’s Glory (Approximately 12–15 minutes)
Read Exodus 33:18–23 and Exodus 34:5–8 aloud. Choose two or three questions:
· What did Moses ask God to show him?
· How did God respond to a request that no human being could fully endure?
· What did God proclaim about his name and character?
· Which qualities of God received the greatest attention in his self-revelation?
· How did Moses respond when God revealed himself?
· What would it look like for your desire to know God to become stronger than your desire to be noticed?
God answered Moses’ request by revealing his presence, goodness, name, and character. A life centered on God’s glory begins with beholding him and responding in worship.

See God’s Glory in Jesus (Approximately 10–12 minutes)
Read John 1:14–18 and 2 Corinthians 4:5–6 aloud. Choose two or three questions:
· What did John say became visible when the Word became flesh?
· How did Jesus make the unseen God known?
· Where did Paul say the knowledge of God’s glory shines?
· Why is Jesus central to understanding both God’s glory and your purpose?
· How does focusing on Jesus protect ministry from becoming self-promotion?
God’s glory is not an abstract brightness. Jesus made the Father known in grace and truth. We see God’s character in the face of Jesus, and we direct attention to Jesus rather than ourselves.
Make God’s Worth Visible (Approximately 10–12 minutes)
Read 1 Corinthians 10:31, Matthew 5:14–16, and 1 Peter 4:10–11 aloud. Choose two or three questions:
How much of ordinary life can be directed toward God’s glory?
What did Jesus say people should see in the lives of his followers?
Who should receive praise when believers do good works?
How did Peter connect spiritual gifts, service, and God’s glory?
Which ordinary responsibility could become an act of worship this week?
Where are you tempted to seek recognition instead of directing attention to God?
Glorifying God is not limited to singing, prayer, or church gatherings. Eating, working, serving, relating, and speaking can reveal his goodness when they are offered to him and carried out through his strength.
Leader note: Do not let the conversation reduce purpose to finding the right career, ministry role, or personal dream. Scripture places every calling beneath the larger purpose of knowing God, becoming like Jesus, and making God’s worth visible.

Bring It All Together
Choose one or two questions as time permits:
How does living for God’s glory give meaning to seasons that feel ordinary or unseen?
Which part of God’s character do you most want your life to reveal?
Where has the pursuit of your own name competed with the fame of God’s name?
What would change if you measured success by faithfulness rather than recognition?

Expect to Experience God Through Faithful Response (Approximately 10 minutes)
You were not created to make much of yourself. You were created to make much of God.
That purpose is large enough to hold every season of life. You can glorify God when your work is noticed and when it is hidden, when your plans succeed and when they change, when you feel strong and when you depend upon others.
The question is not whether your life will display something. It will. The question is whether it will direct attention toward your own importance or toward the goodness and greatness of God.
Invite each person to choose one faithful response:
· Worship God: Set aside unhurried time to behold his character and give him the praise due his name.
· Join the week of prayer: Pray, “Lord, show me your glory,” each day from September 20–27.
· Fast with purpose: Choose one appropriate fast and use the time it creates for worship and prayer.
· Grow with God’s family: Strengthen one relationship in the church through honest fellowship and encouragement.
· Become like Jesus: Focus on one attribute of Jesus and ask the Spirit to form it in you.
· Serve through God’s strength: Use one gift to meet another person’s need without seeking recognition.
· Make his name known: Tell one person something true and personal about what God has done.
Fasting note: Choose a non-food fast if abstaining from food is not medically wise. The purpose is not deprivation itself, but creating focused space to seek God.
Join the Night of Worship on Sunday, September 27, at 6:00 p.m. in the Cinco Ranch Campus Worship Center.
Possible next steps: Men’s Retreat | Serve in Kids Ministry | Church Has Left the Building
Close by praying the four shared prayers: ask God to show his glory; make Grace Fellowship a house of prayer for all nations that makes disciples who make disciples; protect the church and release unity, revival, and spiritual awakening; and receive each person’s specific prayer burden.
Before leaving, confirm the time, location, and preparation for the next gathering.
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PURPOSE VALUE CARDS
Print one set for each participant or group. Cut along the dashed lines.
	ACHIEVEMENT
Accomplishing meaningful goals
	RELATIONSHIPS
Loving and being loved

	ENJOYMENT
Experiencing happiness and pleasure
	INFLUENCE
Making a difference in the world

	RECOGNITION
Being respected and remembered
	GOD
Knowing him and making him known
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