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Sermon Series on Matthew  
 

WHAT JESUS HAS TO SAY ABOUT… 
A 7-Week Series on the Sermon on the Mount from Matthew 5-7 

Date Message Title Matthew 

Jan 10 What Jesus Has to Say About Happiness 5:1-16 

Jan 17 What Jesus Has to Say About Anger 5:17-26 

Jan 24 What Jesus Has to Say About Lust 5:27-30 

Jan 31 What Jesus Has to Say About Divorce 5:31-48 

Feb  7 What Jesus Has to Say About Religion 6:1-18 

Feb 14 What Jesus Has to Say About Money 6:19-34 

Feb 21 What Jesus Has to Say About Relationships 7:1-29 
 

Sacred Assembly for Marriages – Tonight, Sunday, Jan. 31 @ 5pm  
Lots of marriages seem to be falling apart recently.  In response, Grace 

Fellowship is calling a sacred assembly (Joel 2:12-17) on Sunday, January 31, from 5:00-
6:00 p.m. in the Grace Fellowship Worship Center to pray for the marriages of our church 
and community.  All are welcome to come and join us in crying out to God to turn this 
epidemic around.  This is not a seminar on how to have a better marriage, but rather a cry 
of desperation to God to do a miracle and save marriages.  There will be a special time to 
bring your marriage to the altar.  (No childcare provided.)  Singles are welcome to come. 
 

Some Opening Words to Those Who Are Already Divorced 
 

1. You are welcome here at Grace Fellowship. 
2. Your sins are no worse than         my sins       . 

 Divorce is not the unforgiveable sin (Matthew 12:30-32). 

3. We want to help walk you through your pain toward healing 
and wholeness. 
 We desire to be a safe place where you can find help, discover hope, and 

experience healing. 
 Application #1 – For those whose divorce is finalized or in the process of 

being finalized:  Take Divorce Care at Grace Fellowship to find help, discover 
hope, and experience healing.  Divorce Care meets on Monday nights from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. on the 2nd floor of the Mansion (white building with green 
roof).  Specialized program for children ages 5-11 or 12-17 is provided while 
parent is in adult session.  Started on Jan. 25 so not too late to hop on board 
this semester or you can wait and join the session starting in September.  
For more info contact Rick Weber, Divorce Care Leader, at 281-829-0212, or 
Alicia Bell, at 281-646-1903, abell@whatisgrace.org  

4. When I come down hard on divorce, do not hear it as me 
coming down hard on          you         . 
 I think you would encourage me to do everything possible to help keep 

marriages together… including very strongly steering married couples 
away from divorce.  Therefore, when you hear me speak strongly against 
divorce, don’t take it as an attack on you, but rather as an appeal for 
married couples to stay married. 

 Grace Fellowship is anti-divorce… but not anti-divorced people. 
 Grace Fellowship is against divorce… but not against divorced people. 
 God hates divorce (Malachi 2:16)… but not divorced people (John 3:16). 

 

What Jesus Has to Say About Divorce (Matthew 5:31-48) 
 

1. Divorce is a         concession         by God in two cases (vv.31-37)   
 Verse 31 is a reference to Deuteronomy 24:1 and the Pharisees’ view on 

the controversial debate about its interpretation.   
 Deuteronomy 24:1 – If a man marries a woman who becomes 

displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and 
he writes her a certificate of divorce…. 

 The Pharisees’ tended to side with Rabbi Hillel’s interpretation. 
 

The First Century Debate over Deuteronomy 24:1 

School of Rabbi Shammai School of Rabbi Hillel 

“Something indecent” refers 
to marital unfaithfulness – 
the only allowable cause for 
divorce. 

“Something indecent” refers to anything 
that is displeasing to the man – including 
if she burns his food while cooking it or if 
he loses interest in her plain looks. 

 

 Jesus’ argument against the Hillel interpretation is explained in more 
depth in Matthew 19:3-12 where He goes to the heart of the matter: 
(1) When two people get married, God makes them         one flesh        , 

and they are not to be separated in this life (19:3-6). 
(2) Divorce is a concession to an imperfect and fallen world but is to be 

used only in the case of porneia (19:7-9). 
(3) Don’t get married if you are not ready to accept this lifelong 

commitment.  Also, don’t get married if you are called to lifelong 
celibacy for the sake of extending the Kingdom of God (19:10-12). 

 What is porneia? (Matthew 5:32; 19:9) 
o Thayer’s Greek Lexicon: fornication; illicit sexual intercourse 
o Gary Liaboe (Talbot Seminary): Any and every form of sexual immoral-

ity including adultery, fornication, incest, prostitution; possibly 
includes wife battering (see Liaboe’s “The Place of Wife Battering in Consider-

ing Divorce” in Journal of Psychology and Theology, 1985, vol. 13, no. 2, pp.129-138). 
o John MacArthur: primarily adultery, but also including incest, 

prostitution, homosexuality, and bestiality 
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 Matthew 5:32 and 19:9 are not a command to get divorced for porneia 
but rather a concession that permits divorce in that case.  

 In 1 Corinthians 7:12-16, God allows a 2
nd

 concession permitting divorce 
if an unbelieving spouse deserts a believing spouse. 

 Conclusions from these Scriptures: 
(1) It is God’s heart and will that you         stay married        and not get 

divorced.  Do whatever it takes to stay married and be one.  Let your 
“yes” be “yes” (Matthew 5:33-37). 

(2) God makes 2 concessions where He permits (but not commands) 
divorce: 
a) desertion by an unbelieving spouse  
b) porneia – sexual immorality, infidelity, wife battering 

(3) If you divorce outside those 2 concessions, God does not permit you 
to remarry.  To do so is to commit adultery. 

(4) Being in an unrepentant state of committing adultery has 
implications for church discipline (Matthew 18:15-18; 1 Corinthians 
5:1-13) and eligibility for church leadership (1 Timothy 3:1-13). 

 Application #2 – In light of these conclusions, are there any action steps 
that I need to take? 

 Stay married and take action steps to make my marriage the 
oneness relationship that God intended it to be (Genesis 2:24-25). 

 Admit that my divorce was out of God’s will and seek reconciliation 
with my former spouse (assuming that person has not remarried).  
Or, if applicable, come to grips with my need to remain celibate for 
the rest of my life. 

 Repent of my current state of adultery and take whatever steps are 
right and possible. 

 Rest in God’s concessions, shed the guilt and shame, place my hope 
in God for healing from my past, peace in the present, and hope for 
the future. 

 

2. Do not seek         retaliation        for harm done to you by your 
spouse or ex-spouse (vv.38-42)   
 See former message on Jesus’ “third way” principles here in message 

from 9-30-2007: “What the Bible Says About War.” 
 Application #3 – In what ways have I been seeking an “eye for eye” 

retaliation with my spouse or ex-spouse?  How can I live Jesus’ “third 
way” instead? 

 

3. Show        love         toward your spouse or ex-spouse and      
pray        for him/her (vv.43-47)   
 Christian divorcees act differently than non-Christian divorcees. 
 Application #4 – In what tangible ways do I need to show love toward 

and pray for my spouse or ex-spouse? 

4. Be like your         heavenly Father         (v.48)   
 Rick Warren: “Christlikeness is not produced through imitation but 

through inhabitation.” 
 Application #5 – Receive Christ’s forgiveness of sins and invite Christ to 

sit in the driver’s seat of my life (Romans 10:9; Galatians 2:20). 
 

Application #6 for the Divorced – Hear the Gospel from a unique 
perspective:  God         divorced         Israel because of her infidelity (Jeremiah 

3:8).  But then God sought her out, bought her out of her infidelity, and married 
her again (Hosea).  He does the same with us! (2 Corinthians 5:14-21).  Jesus is 
the only One who has the right to throw a stone at us, and yet He says, “Neither 
do I condemn you, now go and sin no more” (John 8:1-11). 
 

Application #7 for Marrieds – Twelve suggestions on how to have a 
great marriage and avoid ever getting a divorce: 
1. Each member of the marriage seek first and foremost to walk with God and to allow 

God’s Spirit to sit in the driver’s seat of your life (Matthew 6:33). 
2. Pray together every day (Matthew 18:19-20; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12).  [50% vs. 0.4%] 
3. Forgive your spouse over and over as he/she hurts you (Ephesians 4:31-32). 
4. Deal aggressively and decisively with any and everything that is destroying oneness in 

your marriage:  alcoholism, workaholism, shopaholism, debt, pornography, emotional 
affairs, TV, baggage from the past, lack of boundaries, etc. 

5. Never use the      d-word     … never!  Never! 
6. At least once a day have a significant time of communication:  “Tell me two things 

that you felt today.  Tell me about it.” 
7. Make proactive investments in your marriage: 

(a) The habit and investment of a weekly date together 
(b) Just the two of you getaways and vacations 
(c) Family Life’s Weekend to Remember (www.familylife.com) 
(d) Do the “Love Dare” book.  

8. Utilize sex as both a thermometer and a thermostat in your marriage.  As a 
thermometer, sex can tell you how your marriage is doing (listen to the 
thermometer!)  As a thermostat, sex can crank up the (positive) heat in your 
marriage.  Highly recommend Dennis/Barbara Rainey’s Rekindling the Romance. 

9. When your marriage is hurting, get help! 
(a) See yellow sheet list of recommended Christian counselors on Care kiosk. 
(b) Marriage Matters class on Monday nights.  See Care kiosk or web. 
(c) Path to Reconciliation.  Mentoring couple.  See Prayer kiosk. 

10. Decide (regardless of what your spouse decides)… you decide to give 100% in loving 
and serving your spouse.  Don’t take a 50/50 approach.  Take a 100/? approach. 

11. Never use the d-word.  Decide that divorce is not an option.  Decide. 
12.      Pray      together every day.  (Prayer 301 can teach you how; Feb 28; see Prayer Kiosk) 
 

Questions to Discuss with Your Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. How has your life been affected by divorce? 
2. Read Matthew 5:31-48 aloud and discuss its meaning and applications using these 

notes.  Share your applications with each other and pray for each other. 
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