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SERMON SERIES ON THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 

Date Title Matthew 

Christmas According to Matthew 

Dec  6 The Genealogy of Jesus Christ 1:1-17 

Dec 13 The Birth of Jesus Christ 1:18-25 

Dec 20 The Visit of the Magi 2:1-23 

Matthew Continued 

Dec 27 The Baptism of Jesus 3:1-17 

Jan 3 The Temptation of Jesus 4:1-25 

What Jesus Has to Say About… 

Jan 10 What Jesus Has to Say About Happiness 5:1-16 

Jan 17 What Jesus Has to Say About Anger 5:17-26 

Jan 24 What Jesus Has to Say About Lust 5:27-30 

Jan 31 What Jesus Has to Say About Divorce 5:31-48 

Feb  7 What Jesus Has to Say About Religion 6:1-18 

Feb 14 What Jesus Has to Say About Money 6:19-34 

Feb 21 What Jesus Has to Say About Relationships 7:1-29 

 

Four Pictures from the 4 Major Characters of Matthew 2 
 

1. Herod: Picture of         control        . 
 King Herod = Herod the Great – ruled Judea from 37BC-4BC 

o His son was Herod Antipas (4BC-39AD) who beheaded John the 
Baptist (Matt. 14:1-12) and before whom Jesus appeared in His 
crucifixion trials (Luke 23:7-12). 

o His grandson was Herod Agrippa I (AD37-44) who killed James and 
imprisoned Peter (Acts 12:1-24). 

o His great-grandson was Herod Agrippa II before whom Paul made a 
legal defense (Acts 25:13-26:32). 

 King Herod (Herod the Great) was an Edomite – a descendent of Esau. 
 The Jews hated King Herod because he represented Rome and because 

he instituted Caesar worship; but the Jewish religious leaders 
compromised themselves to be in Herod’s good favor. 

 King Herod was ruthless – murdering his wife, his 3 sons, his mother-in-
law, his brother-in-law, his uncle and many others to keep his control.  
He was married at least 9 times in order to fulfill his lusts and strengthen 
his political ties. 

 He rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem. 
 Notice all of the clues we get about Herod’s controlling nature from 

Matthew 2: 
1. He is threatened by someone looking for the “King of the Jews” 

(vv.1-3). 
2. He uses those who hate him and who curry his favor in order to get 

the information he needs (vv.4-6). 
3. He lies to and manipulates the Magi to find out the location of this 

supposed “King of the Jews” (vv.7-8). 
4. He murders all the babies in the greater Bethlehem area in order to 

try to extinguish this “King of the Jews” (vv.16-18). 
 Herod is a picture of a controlling person. 
 Application #1 – In what ways am I like Herod?  In what ways do I feel 

threatened easily?  In what ways do I use others, lie, and manipulate in 
order to try to get my way?  In what ways do I “murder” people with my 
thoughts or words or actions (Matthew 5:21-26)?  Pray: Lord, I confess 
to you that I am a controlling person – I have tried to be king.  I am sorry.  
Please forgive me.  Right now, I relinquish control to You.  I submit my 
life to You.  You be King, and I will follow Your lead.  I trust You. 

 

2. The Magi: Picture of         seeking        . 
 magos = Magian; Oriental scientist; magician; person acquainted with 

the interpretation of the stars; astrologers perhaps from Persia or 
southern Arabia 

 It is possible that the magi learned about the prophecies of a coming 
King of the Jews from Daniel while he was in the magi class system while 
in exile in Babylon/Persia. 

 God wants people to seek Him.  God has placed eternity in people’s 
hearts (Ecclesiastes 3:11), and God is constantly working to draw people 
to Himself.  God starts where people are and then woos them.  In the 
case of the Magi, God started with them right where they were at – men 
fascinated by stars and prophecies.  God wooed them with an amazing 
star. 

 Possible explanations of the star: 
o It was the alignment of Jupiter and Venus 
o It was the alignment of Jupiter and Regulus 
o It was the glory of the Lord. 

 See Fred Larson’s “The Star of Bethlehem” (www.bethlehemstar.net)  
 The magi are an amazing picture of seeking God: 

1. They travel a long distance to find Him (v.1). 
2. They inquire and ask in order to find Him (vv.2,7-8). 
3. When they find Him, they worship Him with adoration (v.11a). 
4. When they find Him, they worship Him with gifts (v.11b). 
5. When God talks to them, they obey (v.12) 

http://www.bethlehemstar.net/


 Question:  Why didn’t anyone else go to Bethlehem to seek the Christ?  
There were enough clues for these “pagan” Magi!  Why didn’t the 
religious leaders who advised Herod make the trip? 

 Warren Wiersbe: “The Jewish priests knew the Scriptures and pointed 
others to the Savior, but they would not go worship Him themselves!  
They quoted Micah 5:2 but did not obey it.  They were five miles from 
the very Son of God, yet they did not go to see Him!  The Gentiles sought 
and found Him, but the Jews did not.” 

 John 1:11 – He came to that which was His own, but His own did not 
receive Him. 

 J.C. Ryle: “It is not always those who have the most religious privileges, 
who give Christ the most honor.  How often the very persons who live 
nearest to the means of grace are those who neglect them most!” 

 Application #2 – Where are you at in your seeking journey?   Are you 
seeking the Son of God or ignoring Him?  Are you willing to do whatever 
it takes to find a relationship with God?  And when you find Him will you 
worship Him with all of your life?  Will you obey Him? 

 You can actually find God by inviting Him into your life: 
 

Lord Jesus, I want to know You personally.  Thank You for dying on the 
cross for my sins.  I open the door of my life and receive You as my 
Savior and Lord.  I believe that You rose from the dead.  Thank You for 
forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life.  Now, take control of the 
throne of my life and make me the kind of person You want me to be. 

 

3. Joseph: Picture of         obedience        . 
 Three times in today’s passage Joseph hears from God in a dream and 

obey what God says. 
o “Go to Egypt” (vv.13-15) 
o “Go back to Israel” (vv.19-21) 
o “Go to Nazareth” (vv.22-23) 

 Notice in v.14 that he obeys that very night! 
 “Slow obedience is no obedience” 
 Joseph is a picture of obedience 
 Application #3a – Am I (like Joseph) walking in obedience to the 

promptings of God’s Spirit in my life?  Am I walking in obedience to the 
known commands of God: 
 Seek and love God first above everything else (Matt. 6:33; 22:37-38) 
 Treat all people with love (Matt. 22:39) 
 Do all of your work as though God is your Boss (Colossians 3:23) 
 Serve the poor (Matt. 25:31-46) 
 Don’t look at pornography (Matt. 5:28) 
 Don’t get drunk (Ephesians 5:18) 
 Husbands: Treat your wife in an understanding way (1 Peter 3:7) 
 Wives: Respect your husband and follow his lead (1 Peter 3:1-6) 

 Application 3b – The power to obey does not come from yourself but 
from you surrendering the steering wheel of your life to the Spirit of 
Christ who lives inside you as a believer.  This is a moment by moment 
surrender reflected in the following prayer: 
 

Spirit of Christ, I thank You that You forgave me of all my sins past, 
present, and future when I invited You into my life, but I confess that I 
have taken control of the steering wheel of my life and that I have not 
allowed You to be in control.  I am sorry for doing this.  Right now, I step 
out of the driver’s seat of my life, and I invite You to sit there where You 
belong – in control.  Please direct and control and empower my life that I 
may walk in obedience to Your commands for Your glory.  I invite You to 
live Your life in me and through me. 

 

4. Jesus: Picture of         humble royalty        . 
 Jesus is royalty – the King of the Jews (v.2).   

o Four different times, the Old Testament prophecies are quoted 
showing that Jesus is the fulfillment of these prophecies and is the 
promised Messiah (vv.6,15,18,23). 

o Two of the Magi’s gifts are gifts befitting a King (gold) and a Priest 
(incense). 

o The Magi worship Him (v.11) 
o Verse 15 refers to Jesus as God’s Son! 

 Although He is a royal King, Jesus is the         most humble        Person 
who has ever lived: 
o He was God but became human (Philippians 2:6-8). 
o Not just human, but a helpless baby!!!! 
o He grew up in an obscure town named Nazareth (means “despised”) 
o The 3

rd
 gift of the Magi, myrrh (an embalming oil), points to the 

most humble act that Jesus will perform:  dying for the sins of the 
world (John 19:39-40). 

 Application #4 – In response to the humble royalty of Jesus, I will… 
 Spend time as a family worshipping Him on Christmas Day before 

we open presents (read Luke 2; sing a Christmas hymn; say prayers 
of thanks; sing “Happy Birthday” Jesus) 

 Humble myself this week by serving others (get Uncle Ron 
something to drink; pick up the wrapping paper for everyone else; 
fix breakfast for everyone else; play with the younger kids) 

 
Questions to Discuss with Your Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Who is the most important visitor that you have ever had in your home? 
2. Read Matthew 2:1-23 aloud and discuss its meaning and applications using these 

notes.  Share your applications with each other and pray for each other. 


