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Sermon Series on Matthew

SERMON SERIES ON THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW

Date | Title Matthew
Christmas According to Matthew
Dec 6 The Genealogy of Jesus Christ 1:1-17
Dec 13 The Birth of Jesus Christ 1:18-25
Dec 20 The Visit of the Magi 2:1-23
Matthew Continued
Dec 27 The Baptism of Jesus 3:1-17
Jan 3 The Temptation of Jesus 4:1-25
What Jesus Has to Say About...
Jan 10 What Jesus Has to Say About Happiness 5:1-16
Jan 17 What Jesus Has to Say About Anger 5:17-26
Jan 24 What Jesus Has to Say About Lust 5:27-30
Jan 31 What Jesus Has to Say About Divorce 5:31-48
Feb 7 What Jesus Has to Say About Religion 6:1-18
Feb 14 What Jesus Has to Say About Money 6:19-34
Feb 21 What Jesus Has to Say About Relationships 7:1-29

Seven Life Lessons from the Birth of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:18-25)

1. The fact that Jesus was born by a _ virgin birth

should make

a difference in our lives (vv.18-19)

The biblical evidence pointing to a virgin birth is substantial:

o Mary and Joseph had not had any sexual relations yet (vv.18, 23, 25)

o Mary contributed the egg; Holy Spirit contributed the seed (v.20)

o Luke 1:26-38

Result = the Son of God (100% God yet also 100% human)

Note: It appears that the sin nature passes through the male seed

(Romans 5:12). Because Jesus’ was conceived through a human female

egg but the Holy Spirit seed, therefore Jesus had no sin nature. Jesus was

in the same position as Adam in the Garden of Eden. He had no sin

nature, but He had the opportunity to sin. Jesus is the Second Adam

(Romans 5:12-19; 1 Corinth 15:45). Unlike Adam, Jesus chose not to sin.

Jesus was without sin (Hebrews 4:15; 2 Corinth 5:21).

The implications of Jesus being 100% God and yet also 100% human:

(1) Because Jesus is 100% human, He knows what our lives are like. He
can identify with our pain and struggles and temptations (Heb. 4:15)

2. God speaks through

3. God wants us to know our

(2) Because Jesusis 100% God, He is worthy of our worship, allegiance,
and servitude.

(3) Because Jesus is 100% God, He was able to provide an eternal
sacrifice for our sins (versus just enough sacrifice for one year’s
worth of sins for one person)(Hebrews 9:26-10:18).

Application #1 — | choose today to believe in the Virgin Birth of Jesus

Christ. | turn to Jesus as One who fully understands everything that | am

going through as a human. And | turn to Jesus as One who can do

something about it as God. | trust Him. | worship Him.

Hebrews 4:15-16 — For we do not have a high priest who is unable to

sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been

tempted in every way, just as we are —yet was without sin. 16 Let us
then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

dreams (v.20)

Dreams are one of the ways that God speaks to us. God speaks to us...

(1) Through Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16-17; Acts 1:20; 2:17-21)

(2) Through promptings (Acts 8:29)

(3) Through circumstances (Acts 5:1-11; 10:44-48; 16:6-7)

(4) Through people (Acts 9:26-28; 11:27-30; 13:1-3; 18:24-27; 21:10-11;
2 Samuel 12)

(5) Through angels (Acts 5:19-20; 8:26; 12:5-11; 27:23-24)

(6) Through an audible voice (Acts 9:1-9; 23:11)

(7) Through dreams and visions (Acts 2:17-21; 9:10,12; 10:3-19; 16:9-
10; 18:9)

Application #2 — What has God been saying to you recently through any

of the above means? How are you responding to His speaking?

identity (v.20)

The angel of the Lord purposely called him “Joseph, son of David” to
remind him of who he was — a descendent of the greatest king Israel had
ever had to that point; a descendent of a man after God’s own heart.
Application #3 — Renew your mind to who you are in Christ. In Christ...

o lam God’s child (John 1:12)

o lam declared right with God (Romans 5:1)

o lam asaint (Ephesians 1:1)

o | am forgiven of all my sins (Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 2:13-15)

o |l am free forever from condemnation (Romans 8:1-2)

o lam eternally loved by God (Jeremiah 31:3; John 3:16)
o
o
o
o

I am a citizen of heaven (Philippians 3:20)

I am God’s temple (1 Corinthians 3:16)

| am God’s masterpiece (Ephesians 2:10)

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Phil 4:13)



Thereis a oheness

marriage (v.21)

=  God tells Joseph what to name the baby here (Matt 1:21), and God tells
Mary what to name the baby in Luke 1:31. God is respecting the
oneness principle of marriage.

= Thisis a great litmus test that you are hearing correctly from God —itis a
part of the 2-3 witnesses principle (Deut. 17:6; 19:15; Matt 18:16; 2
Corinth 13:1; 1 Tim 5:19; Heb. 10:28; 1 John 5:6-9). For the most part,
when God speaks to a married person about something... look for a
confirmation of that... through God also speaking to your spouse.

=  Application #4 for Marrieds — Am | following the marriage oneness
principle in my decision-making?

principle for decision-making in

Jesus saves (v.21)

= “Jesus” is the Greek form of the Hebrew name “Joshua” which means
“the LORD saves” or “Yahweh saves”

= Jesus’ mission statement is embedded in His name: “He will save His
people from their sins.”

= He achieved His mission by living a sinless life, and then offering His
sinless life as a sacrifice for our sins. He took our sins and the entire
penalty for our sins upon Himself on the cross and experienced our
punishment for us — as our substitute. Thus, to all who place their faith
in Christ, we are forgiven of all of our sins and given His sinless state (His
righteousness is deposited to our account).

= Application #5 — If you have not done so before, get saved by receiving
Jesus Christ into your life:

Lord Jesus, | want to know You personally. Thank You for dying on the
cross for my sins. | open the door of my life and receive You as my
Savior and Lord. | believe that You rose from the dead. Thank You for
forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life. Now, take control of the
throne of my life and make me the kind of person You want me to be.

God is with us (vv.22-23)

=  The message of Christmas is: GOD IS WITH US!!!l God is not a distant,
aloof, unconcerned, far off God. He is with us! He became one of us
(incarnation) and lived a human life... experiencing human suffering and
temptations. Moreover, He is here! Heis near! As a matter of fact, for
the believer, He lives inside of you!

= 1 Corinthians 3:16 — Don't you know that you yourselves are God's
temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?

= Application #6 — How would I live differently if | really believed that God
is with me? What difference would this make in my esteem and

7. Follow Joseph’s example of

confidence (God-esteem and God-confidence)? What difference would
this make in my lifestyle?

obedience

=  God told Joseph to do something, and he did it.

=  Genesis 6:22 — Noah did everything just as God commanded him.

=  Application #7 — If God appeared to you and said
you obey?

Train your children in the Lord (Ephesians 6:4)

Save your sexuality for marriage (Exodus 20:14; 1 Corinth 6:18; 10:8)

Share your faith with others (Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:18-20)

Serve the poor (Matthew 25:31-46)

Give the first 10% of your income back to God (Malachi 3:7-10)

Stay married (Malachi 2:16)

= Sidenote: The teaching that Mary was a virgin for her whole life is
incorrect. Mary was a virgin before Jesus’ birth, but Matthew 1:25
implies that Mary and Joseph had sexual relations after the birth of
Jesus. And Matthew 13:55-56 makes it clear that Jesus had several step-
brothers and step-sisters — the offspring of Mary and Joseph.

(vv.24-25)
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Questions to Discuss with Your Family, Friends, and Small Group

1.

What do you know about your birth? Tell us your birth story: When? Where? Any
story to tell?

Read Matthew 1:18-25 aloud and discuss its meaning and applications using these
notes. Share your applications with each other and pray for each other.



