
Stories of a Dysfunctional Family 
“Generational Sin” – Genesis 12:10-20 – March 22, 2009 

 

Genesis Sermon Series Continues 
 

STORIES OF A DYSFUNCTIONAL FAMILY 
A 19-Week Sermon Series on Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob from Genesis 12-36 

Date Message Title Scripture 
March 15 The Call of Abram Genesis 11:10-12:9 

March 22 Generational Sin Genesis 12:10-20; 20:1-18; 26:1-35 

March 29 Sodom and Gomorrah Genesis 13:1-18; 18:16-33; 19:1-38 

April  5 Who is Melchizedek? Genesis 14:1-24 

April 12 The Abrahamic Covenant Genesis 15:1-21 

April 19 The Hagar “Solution” Genesis 16:1-16; 21:8-21; 25:12-18 

April 26 The Circumcision Covenant Genesis 17:1-27 

May  3 The Birth of Isaac Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-34 

May 10 God Tests Abraham Genesis 22:1-24 

May 17 The Deaths of Abraham and Sarah Genesis 23:1-20; 25:1-11 

May 24 Choosing a Mate for Isaac Genesis 24:1-67 

May 31 The Birth of Jacob and Esau Genesis 25:19-34; 26:34-35; 36:1-43 

June 7 Jacob Steals the Blessing Genesis 27:1-40 

June 14 Jacob’s Ladder Genesis 27:41-28:22 

June 21 Jacob’s Dysfunctional Family Genesis 29:1-30:24 

June 28 Jacob’s In-law Problems Genesis 30:25-31:55 

August 2 Jacob Wrestles with God Genesis 32:1-33:20 

August 9 Dinah’s Rape Genesis 34:1-31 

August 16 Israel’s Name Genesis 35:1-29 
 

Easter Weekend (April 11-12) – Three identical services at Saturday 
@ 5pm and Sunday @ 8:45 or 10:45 am.  No children or youth 
ministry at the Saturday service.  
 

Three Reminders About Abraham 
1. Abraham is a massive           spiritual giant          in the Bible! 

 Abraham is the founding patriarch of the Hebrew people 
 Abraham is the founder of Judaism 
 Abraham is called the “father of all who believe” (Romans 4:11) 
 30% of the Hall of Faith (Hebrews 11) is dedicated to Abraham 

2. In Genesis 12, Abram has just begun his faith walk. 
 Joshua 24:2 tells us that Abram had been a pagan idol worshipper 
 Genesis 12:1-3 tells us that God chose Abram to have a relationship with 

Him.  Abram is just beginning his faith walk with God. 
3. It’s OK to            fail          .  It’s what we do after we fail that matters. 
 
 

Abram Sins:  SarahGate 1 in Genesis 12:10-20 
 Sin #1:  Not           trusting God          (12:10) 

o God had promised to bless and provide for Abram (12:2-3) and yet 
Abram did not take God at His Word when hard times (famine) came 

o Application #1 – Will we trust God in the midst of our hard times?  Will 
we take Him at His Word (Philippians 4:19)? 

 Sin #2:            Lying          (12:11-13) 
o Fear is the root of lying.  Because Abram was afraid, he lied. 
o Application #2 – What fears are driving my lies?  Will I trust God with 

those fears (Matthew 10:28-31; 2 Timothy 1:7; 1 John 4:18)? 
 Sin #3:  Not treasuring, protecting, and loving his           wife          (12:14-16) 

o Application #3 – Husbands, will we fulfill our roles to love our wife like 
Christ loved the Church, even if it means dying for her (Eph. 5:25-33)? 

 God’s Salvation: Deliverance from Pharaoh and Egypt (12:17-20) 
 

Deliverance of Abram and Sarai in 
Genesis 12 

Deliverance of the Israelites from 
Slavery in Exodus 

A famine brought them to Egypt (12:10) Famine brought them to Egypt (Gen 47:4) 

Sarai was taken into Pharaoh’s palace 
(12:15) 

Israelites were taken into slavery by 
Pharaoh (Exodus 1:11-14) 

God inflicted serious diseases on 
Pharaoh and his household (12:17) 

God inflicted 10 plagues on Pharaoh and 
the Egyptians (Exodus 8-11) 

Pharaoh commanded Abram to take 
Sarai and go (12:19-20) 

Pharaoh commanded Moses and the 
Israelites to go (Exodus 12:31-32) 

Abram leaves with much wealth and 
possessions from the Egyptians 
(12:16,20) 

The Israelites plunder the Egyptians 
taking much of their wealth (Exodus 
12:32,36) 

Abram returns to Canaan in stages 
through the wilderness (13:1-4) 

The Israelites return to Canaan in stages 
through the wilderness (Exodus-Joshua) 

 

 Application #4 – Our God is a God who saves! (Psalm 68:20)  There is no sin 
that you have committed that is so bad that God cannot and will not save 
you and forgive you (1 Timothy 1:15-16; Colossians 2:13-15).  Go home and 
call on Him (Genesis 13:3-4). 

 

Abraham Sins Again:  SarahGate 2 in Genesis 20:1-18 
 In SarahGate 1, Abram was 75 years old and Sarai was 65 years old (Genesis 

12:4; 17:17) 
 What has happened since SarahGate 1?  Abram has settled and grown 

strong and wealthy, has rescued Lot, has entered into a covenant with God, 
has goofed up with Hagar, has been circumcised, has had his name changed, 
has been promised (again) the birth of a son, and has witnessed the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

 In Genesis 20, Abraham is now 99 years old and Sarah is 89 years old. 
 Abraham does it again!  SarahGate 2.  It is now a           sin pattern          ! 
 A half-truth is still a full lie. 



Bad News:  Abraham Has Started a Generational Sin Cycle 
 Exodus 20:4-5 – You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of 

anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 
You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, 
am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third 
and fourth generation of those who hate Me…. 

 Watch the generational sin repeat itself and progressively get worse: 
 

Generation Relation to Abraham Progression of Sin Bible Text 

First Abraham Lying to stranger Genesis 12 & 20 

Second Abraham’s son Isaac Lying to stranger Genesis 26 

Third Abraham’s grandson Jacob Lying to father and 
stealing from brother 

Genesis 27 

Fourth Abraham’s great-grandsons Lying to father and 
harming brother Joe 

Genesis 37 

 

 Randy Singer:  “Our parents’ sins affect us.  In Exodus 20:5, God warns He 
will ‘visit’ the sins of the fathers on their children, grandchildren, and even 
great-grandchildren.  This doesn’t mean that God condemns us for our 
parents’ sins… (because) in Deuteronomy 24:16, God makes it clear no one is 
to be punished for another person’s sins.  However, sin has consequences 
and those consequences unfold from one generation to the next.  Sin is a gift 
that keeps on giving.” 

 

Good News:  The Generational Sin Cycle Can Be Broken 
        Joseph        broke the Abrahamic sin cycle and passed on a godly legacy 

of blessing to his sons Manasseh and Ephraim (Gen. 37-50; esp. 48-49). 
        Josiah         broke the generational sin cycle that had been passed on to 

him and became one of the most godly kings Judah ever had (2 Chron 33-35). 
 Exodus 20:5-6 – For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the 

children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those 
who hate Me, 6 but showing love to a thousand [ generations] of those who 
love Me and keep My commandments.  

 

Application #5 – How To Break a Generational Sin Cycle and Leave 
a Godly Legacy 
1. Identify your family’s           sin patterns           (Genesis 12, 20, 27, 37). 

 Draw out a family tree and label sins.  Take note of patterns.  Ask 
objective “outsiders” who know your family well (like your spouse). 

 Grace Fellowship has a special way to help you through this whole 
process called “Generational Healing Service” which involves teaching, 
application, prayer, and communion.  Next offered on Thursday, April 2, 
from 6:30-8:30 pm in the Worship Center.  For more information 
contact Pam AlSheikh at alsheikh67@comcast.net   

2.      Confess          your sins and the sins of your family and ancestors, repent 
of these sins, and claim the blood of Christ over them (1 John 1:9; Nehemiah 
1:6-7; Ezra 9:6-7; Daniel 9:4-20; Hebrews 9:22; Revelation 1:5; 12:11). 

 

Lord Jesus, I bring before you my sins and the sins of my parents and 
ancestors.  Specifically, I confess to you the sin of                 .  On behalf of 
myself and my family I say I am sorry for this sin.  I renounce this sin and turn 
away from it.  I thank You for Your forgiveness secured for me and my family 
through Your sacrificial death on the cross, and I claim Your blood over this 
sin.  Right now, in Jesus’ name, I break the power of this sin over my family.  
I declare in Jesus’ name that this sin stops here and may go no further.  This 
sin will not continue in my children or grandchildren.  Instead, I speak and 
declare blessing into my family line.  I declare in Jesus’ name that my 
children and grandchildren and great-grandchildren will be mighty men and 
women of God to the glory of the King of kings and the Lord of lords.  Amen. 
 

3.           Forgive         those ancestors who passed these sins to you (Matthew 
6:12-15; 18:21-35; Ephesians 4:30-32). 

 

Lord Jesus, I forgive _______________________ for ____________________ 
and I release him/her from any debt or punishment from me. 

 

4.           Stop          the sin pattern in your life through surrender (Romans 12:1-
2), Spirit-filling (Ephesians 5:18), accountability (Proverbs 27:17), and 
spiritual breathing (see message on 5-28-2006). 

5.           Decide          to start a godly legacy (Joshua 24:14-15). 
6. Take steps to leave a godly legacy (Exodus 20:6). 

 I am going to invite Jesus Christ into my life and walk with God. 
 I am going to spend time daily listening to God in His Word and talking 

to God through prayer (see message 12-14-2008). 
 I am going to prioritize time with my family and just be with them. 
 We are going to be a church-going family pursuing God together with 

others in the local body of Christ. 
 I am going to model serving to my family by serving in the local church 

(Living Stones) or community. 
 I am going to take my children and grandchildren through significant 

rites of passages to help them become men and women of God (see 
message on 1-27-2008; also see bulletin/website for new men’s group 
starting up called “Raising a Modern Day Knight”) 

 I am going to speak and pray blessings on my future generations. 
 

Questions to Discuss with Family, Friends, and Your Small Group 
1. What do you know about your ancestors?  Do you have any stories that you can tell 

about your grandparents or great-grandparents? 
2. Read Genesis 12:10-20 aloud and discuss its meaning and application using these 

notes.  Read other Scriptures referenced.  Share applications.  Pray for each other. 
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